FROM THE CLOSE OF THE MIDDLE AGES            ISO?

result for Germany. Woodrow Wilson, the President of the
United States, had from the very outset of the war insisted on
America maintaining its traditional policy of avoiding 'Euro-
pean entanglements'. He had even made efforts to promote
peace negotiations between the belligerent Powers, and he had
made an unsuccessful attempt to arrange for a limitation of
Germany's submarine raiding in return for some relaxation of
the British blockade. The intensification of the submarine war,
the German proclamation that certain waters were closed, not
only to enemy, but to neutral shipping, and any vessels dis-
obeying this warning were to be 'sunk at sight3, and the conse-
quent peril and loss of American life and property at last forced
Wilson to give way to the growing call for intervention in the
United States. So.the new year of 1917 brought first the rupture
of diplomatic relations with Germany, and then on the 2nd
April the President's message to Congress asking it to declare
that a state of warfare existed between the United States and
Germany. On the 6th came this declaration of war.

America's entrance into the war could not mean any early
reinforcement for the Allied armies in France and Flanders.
For the United States had only a comparatively small regular
army, and the local State forces of the National Guard had
very little training and no real war equipment. Congress
enacted a new service law with an immediate conscription of
a million men, but for months the only troops sent to Europe
were engineer and works corps which were employed in con-
structing and equipping an immense base of operations near
Bordeaux, with landing quays, railways, magazines, one might
even say almost a new city for the reception of a great army that
was to take the field after a full year of preparation. This meant
that in 1918, but no earlier, an immense stream of reinforce-
ments would be coming across the Atlantic. Cruisers and tor-
pedo craft of the American Navy were at once available for
the hunting of the enemy submarines, but the most dangerous
crisis of the war for the Allies developed before the United
States land forces were available.

When America came into the war Russia was drifting out of